
October EPIC 1.0 Presentation

Critical Thinkers & Effective Communicators



PCMS Character Traits

EPIC 1.0 is created to 

provide time for teachers 

and students to discuss and 

learn about the six student 

character traits that are 

most valued at PCMS.

Leaders – Critical Thinkers – Accountable – Effective Communicators – Accepting – Hardworking



What are the 6 student character traits?

Park Crest students are:
1) Leaders

2) Critical Thinkers

3) Accountable

4) Effective Communicators

5) Accepting

6) Hardworking



Why do we spend time talking 

about character traits?

At Park Crest Middle School 

we believe that it is just as important to be 

a good person (having character) as it is to be 

a good student (academics & extra curricular)



Let’s begin!

Please take out your agenda 

and something to write with. 

This is all you will need for 

today’s EPIC 1.0 lesson.



Critical Thinkers

We will begin on page 27 

titled Critical Thinkers.

Notice the Character Trait pages 

are comprised of these components:

• Definition

• critical thinkers are

• Scenario

• Reflection

• SMART Goal



Critical Thinkers

1. Have one student read the definition out loud.

2. With a partner discuss your own definition and 

put it in the “critical thinkers are:” circle.

3. Have one student read the scenario out loud.

4. Discuss the scenario and answer the question as 

a class.

5. With a new partner reflect on being a critical 

thinker and why it is an important piece of the 
puzzle to make PCMCS a Gold Medal campus.

As a class complete these tasks:



Check out this video on Critical Thinking:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnJ1bqXUnIM

Since we are 

new at setting 

the SMART 

Goal, feel free 

to use mine!

By the end of this week I will have improved my critical 

thinking skills by asking “what evidence do you have?” 

every time I hear something I am not sure that I believe.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnJ1bqXUnIM


Effective Communicators

Now turn to page 37 and 

lets discuss Effective 

Communicators.



Effective Communicators

1. Have one student read the definition out loud.

2. With a partner discuss your own definition and 

put it in the “Effective Communicators are:” 

circle.

3. Have one student read the scenario out loud.

4. Discuss the scenario and answer the question 

as a class.

5. With a new partner reflect on being an
effective communicator and why it is an 

important piece of the puzzle in order to be a 

Gold Medal campus.

As a class complete these tasks:



Check out this video on Effective Communicators:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf2ROqiFYLs

Take a moment to 

write yourself  a 

SMART Goal for 

effective 

communication

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf2ROqiFYLs


“Keep improving, always, in all ways.”

Being a critical thinker 

and an effective

communicator are two 

of our character traits. 

Developing these traits 

will develop your 

character.



Character

Matters!


